
FIRST GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #10: Poems Suggested Duration 3 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE1RL1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELAGSE1RL4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.

ELAGSE1RL10 With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1.

ELAGSE1L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.

ELAGSE1L5 With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
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Essential Questions

Literal—

What is a poem?

How does poetry look different from stories or informational
texts?

How does poetry sound different from stories or
informational texts?

Inferential—

How does an author choose the words to include in their
poems?

How can appeal to our physical senses create an
emotional feeling?

Evaluative -

Are poems more or less effective when every line rhymes?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

feeling, words, say story, senses, identify, phrases, rhyme, sensory poem, poetry

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Instructional Notes

Fluency Strategy

Poetry is an ideal tool to develop the prosody and rate
aspects of fluency simultaneously. Refer to the Tool 7
handouts for guidance on implementing Tally Reading
(pdf pg. 42, 56) and Repeated Reading (pdf pg. 44, 57).
Differentiate for readiness by adjusting to what degree
you hold students accountable for vocal expression in
order to earn a tally.

Vocabulary Strategy

Modify the Match Up strategy from Florida Center for Reading
Research to address shades of meaning with sensory words by
having students match 3 cards instead of 2. For example:
warm, hot, blazing
cool, cold, freezing
dim, bright, blinding
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PsQOsD-geBokh6xgW6dV8_YHo3A9nfKz/view
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_vocabulary/k1_word_categorization_word_knowledge/k1_v001_memory_word_match.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Categories

Read Daniel Finds a Poem aloud and provide students with a 5 Senses chart as shown below and have them record words that appeal to each of the senses.

Sight Hearing Taste Touch Smell

Standards:
ELAGSE1RL4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
ELAGSE1RL10 With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1.
ELAGSE1L5 With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “Drinking Fountain”

1. Provide students with a copy of the passage and read the text aloud.
2. In small groups or one-on-one, read the questions to students for them to answer. Differentiate support by having students use approximate spelling or dictation of the

constructed response questions.

Standards:
ELAGSE1RL1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
ELAGSE1RL4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
ELAGSE1L4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
ELAGSE1L5 With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: Model creating a Seven Line Sensory Poem then have students create their own using a topic of their choice.

Subject
Something you see
Something you smell
Something you hear
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Something you taste
Something you touch
Repeat subject

Standards:
ELAGSE1W5: With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.
ELAGSE1RL4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.
ELAGSE1L5 With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

4 3 2 1

Word Choice Names and describes objects related to
the 5 senses using strong verbs or
adjectives

Names and describes objects related
to the 5 senses using acceptable
verbs or adjectives

Names but does not describe
objects related to the 5 senses

Does not name objects related to
the 5 senses

Accuracy Each object and description relates to
something different about the chosen
subject

All objects and descriptions align with
the chosen subject

Some objects and descriptions
do not align with the chosen
subjects

No objects and descriptions align
with the chosen subjects

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Considerations

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: A New Green Day

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

Analyze A New Green Day to identify literal versus figurative language. Understanding
metaphors is not assessed in 1st grade, but in order to understand poetry it is essential for
young students to be able to differentiate between when the author is giving a realistic
description and when they are using unrealistic imagery to invoke a feeling in the reader.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yUeAEbo5CpakzEfyX_l6_QE2f_5r05QbiZo_zmdXSN8/edit?usp=sharing


Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

Have partners share their Seven Line Sense Poems from the Writing Task with each other to:

1. Analyze both poems together to identify the most important words in each line.
2. Trade poems and create a single illustration that shows the most important aspect

of the other person’s poem.
3. Share the poem and illustration together in a poetry jam session.

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

Daniel Finds a Poem  (District provided)
One Leaf Rides the Wind - NP (Non-prose)
A New Green Day (District provided)
A Full Moon is Rising - NP (Non-prose)
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